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Iran's policy towards the Horn of Africa and East Africa, 
In light of the second step strategy, 2019- 2023 


Dr. Saeed Al-Sabbagh 


e Abstract 


The African continent is the largest, most dynamic and influential 
geographical area, compared to the Central Asian and Caucasus 
regions, in which Iran can create areas of influence or focal points 
connected to its national security circle in the Gulf, and which can be 
linked, with its strategic depth, to the West Asian region. Although 
this 1s not easy, its recent moves confirm that Africa has become a 
strategic target for it. Especially since it realizes that this continent is 
about to develop a strategy for using its natural resources in a way 
that helps build its capabilities so that it becomes a strategic player 
in the international community, by the year 2050 AD, and therefore 
Iran views it as a continent of opportunities that can achieve its 
strategic ambitions and various goals. 


Iran is basing its movements towards the Horn of Africa and East 
Africa on the fact that they are a geopolitical extension of its central 
location in the Arabian Gulf region, which gives it the right to play 
an active role in securing navigation traffic and combating maritime 
piracy. It also envisions that this region could become a suitable 
arena for moving its geopolitical confrontations with its opponents 
and competitors away from the first circle of its national security in 
the Arabian Gulf region. Accordingly, it adopted an effective 
strategy to rebuild its influence there in a way that enables it to 
restore balance with these opponents and competitors, and achieve 
geopolitical superiority that responds to challenges in kind. Based on 
the point of improving its deteriorating relations with the countries 
of the Horn of Africa and East Africa. 


Keywords: Iran. Horn of Africa. East of Africa. Strategic depth. 
Geopolitical competition. Israel. The UAE. United 
States of America. Yemen 
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(1) Meysam Mirzaei Tabar: Expounding the geopolitical dimensions and 
interests of Iran's presence in the Horn of Africa, available at: 
https://journal.1wfs.com/article_158055.html?lang=en 

(2) Willem van den Berg, Jos Meester, Ports & Power: the securitization of 
ports politics, in Maritime Insecurity Dilemmas amidst a new scramble 
for the horn? Horn of Africa Bulletin, March-April 2018, Volume 30, 
Issue 2, PP. 12-16. 

(3) Ndubuisi Christian Ani: La présence de bases étrangères dans la Corne de 
l'Afrique et ses conséquences sur la stabilité de la région, available at: 
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(1) Patrick DOMBROWSKY: Dangereuse corne de l’afrique, available at: 
https://www.academiedegeopolitiquedeparis.com/dangereuse-corne-de- 


lafrique/ 


(2) La Corne de l’Afrique, une zone stratégique d’importance vitale: enjeux 
et défis, available at: https:/www.ipsa-afrique.org/la-corne-de-lafrique- 


une-zone-strategique-dimportance-vitale-enjeux-et-defis/ 
(3) Leonardo Jacopo Maria Mazzucco: Iran and the Horn of Africa: The 
Stakes and Hurdles of Building a Strategic Foothold, available 
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